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Multiple choice question measure skills and higher order thinking 
abilities. Understanding such questions and how to answer them requires 
knowledge of skills.  
 
Skills found in questions: 

• Making Predictions- This kind of question requires respondents 
to imagine the future based on events in the text.  

EX:  
In the final paragraph, the narrator implies that 
Gogol’s life will be 
(1) delayed by official paperwork 
(2) dependent on parental choices 
(3) different from that of his parents 
(4) difficult for him to accept 

 
• Compare & Contrast- This kind of question requires respondents 

either compare two texts, contrast two texts, or do both. 
EX:  
Ezra’s reaction to his situation is similar to that of 
Gogol’s in that each has been 
(1) raised to respect authority 
(2) forced into a new reality 
(3) embraced by friends and relatives 
(4) pleased to leave the past behind 

 
• Recalling Facts & Details- This kind of question requires 

respondents to scan the text and search for key words or phrases in 
the question that is matched in the text.  

EX:  
According to the account, food tastes are 
recognized by which part of the body? 
(1) the throat (3) the lips 
(2) the teeth (4) the brain 

Note how the word 
‘similar’ shows a 
comparison. There is no 
contrast in this example. 

Note how the word “will 
be” denotes future tense. 
Also, the word “implies” 
suggests the answer is not 
directly stated. 

Note the words “according 
to the account” suggests 
the answer can be found in 
the text itself. 



 
• Word Meaning in Context- This kind of question requires 

respondents to search for a specific word in the text to understand 
its meaning through the words or sentence around it.  

EX:  
As used in the text, the term “sweat-equity” 
(lines 52 and 53) refers to 
(1) time invested in loan applications 
(2) labor needed to build a house 
(3) deductions necessary for taxes 
(4) supplies ordered for construction 

 
 

• Conclusions and Inferences- This kind of question requires using 
textual evidence to understand or realize something (to infer or 
conclude).  

EX:  
Cynthia Sass’s influence on her husband’s food 
choices shows that adult decisions about what to 
eat can 
(1) be controlled by genetics 
(2) weaken their immune systems 
(3) be significantly changed 
(4) contribute to vitamin deficiency 

 

• Cause & Effect- This kind of question requires understanding an 
event and its cause and effect relationship.  

EX:  
According to the narrator, Blithbury Hall was 
destroyed because of 
(1) financial problems (3) ongoing wars 
(2) natural disasters (4) current attitudes 

 

 

The word “term”  means 
“word”. The quotes (“”) 
around the word identify 
the term. The word 
“refers” suggests “means”   

 
Note the word 
“shows” implies a 
realization  

 
Note the relationship between 
the question and answer show a 
cause and effect relationship 
marked by the word “because”. 



• Author’s Purpose- This kind of question suggests an author’s 
attitude or view of events occurring in a text 

EX:  
According to the narrator, the charging animal 
that looks the most comical is the 
(1) eland (3) impala 
(2) zebra (4) wildebeest 

 

• Main Idea- This kind of question requires finding the overall gist 
of the text. 

EX:  
The key idea implied in this passage is that 
connections exist between 
(1) scientists and artists 
(2) the planets and the tides 
(3) one animal species and another 
(4) pollution and climate 

Narrator is the one telling the 
story. Also, the narrator sees an 
animal as “comical” or funny. 
Another author may not think 
so. It is the author’s purpose  to 
convey this.

The words “key idea” suggest 
main idea and the words “in this 
passage” imply the key idea 
referring to the whole passage 
rather than a part of it.   


